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The Challenge:
Fewer High School Graduates Enrolling
in Community Colleges



College-going rates for high school graduates dropping

FIGURE 1. PERCENT OF RECENT HIGH-SCHOOL COMPLETERS ENROLLED IN COLLEGE: 1960
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Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Digest of Education Statistics 2023, Table 302.10.
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FIGURE 7. PERCENT OF RECENT HIGH-SCHOOL COMPLETERS ENROLLED IN COLLEGE, 2022 VERSUS

2010, BY STATE
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Lane et al. (2024). 2. NCES IPEDS Fall Enrollment Survey, 2006-2022 final release ef[year]a files.

Many states show

double-digit declines
in the past decade
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Fall Enrollment Trends by Sector and Age CCRC o conres

IPEDS Data, 1997-2025 Teachers College, Columbia University
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Steady increases in dual Fall Undergraduate Enrollments )
enrollment students have ™

not translated into

increased enrollment in
community colleges by
recent high school grads.
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The Opportunity:
Dual Enrolilment Widespread and
Potentially Effective
(Though Access Uneven)



Dual enrollment has doubled in the past decade and
grew 13% in the past year from 2.5 to 2.8 million

One-Year Growth of Dual Enroliment, 2022-23 to 2023-24
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Strong research base
showing that DE can
work as a lever for
expanding college
access & attainment

+ DE benefits
Black, Latino,

low-income, and
high school CTE

students
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Research Priorities
for Advancing
Equitable Dual
Enroliment Policy
and Practice

Reviews & Meta-Analyses

Chapler 3

A Review of Empirical Studies on Dual
Enrollment: Assessing Educational
Outcomes

Brten I An wnd Jawa 1. Tiybw

Al Intreduction

More thae ever, Righ school atadonts i S Unitod States have |
Somil goute. That b, mot Bigh schood stdonts expect 30 sond ¢
of et scademsd performance (facson & Kerfaonder, 20041 I §
school somtons platand o carn af loxat 3 baciekor's dogeee. Ia 200
Of Migh school sembors plasaing 10 carm o il & bachedon's Segroe
(Reymokis, Sewwrt, Macdosakd, & Sischo, 20061 Not serprisingd
of Mg schoo] stadents that evoliad i collepe immadiiely s
0 Increaad, rom #5 n 190040 0 9% W 2018 (Olotfeler. B)
Siogitiad. 1991 Natiosal Costor for Fiducation Statietics [NCESL

Mowever, coriing s 25 erpecting & Sadah colloge Soes oot
cne will praduate from coliope. B 2014, approvimately §1% of &
stodents wiho earoliod ot four-yoar iatitation seeamad B follow
Spere was even Jower o A1% for those oneoliod & [o0- your s
20171 The perskiionce lesk contisues beyond Bhe ey coliege y¢

Artce

A Systematic Review
and Meta-Analysis of
Dual Enrollment @;E;E

Research S sage

Tracey King Schaller’ ),
P. Wesley Routon’, Mark Allen Partridge’,
and Reanna Berry’

Alemrain

Given the current werpe in wudent participation in dul envoliment programi, an
updased myrahesis of buiraoere relicng to how these prOram IMpact wnsdenct i
warriied Furthermare, whils there ae gualitative Berslure feviewi reliting 1s
dial prrclimens and rudens cuttomet, thare fas not been & quancoiv Kpches
of leratere relating 1o the Bndngs of this research. Accordingly, we condutl &
qearcitstivs Ierature review imeoivieg the scademic cutcoman of higher edecation
SOl parEILEAE, wnd egres sEEnmend. Liing meck-analn
bbchaidquei, wa fird that siros the 18] sudy effect st inthuded in cur anahyin, par-
ueipation in deal sreolimens programe was posichely asocined wich grade poing
mwerage (GPA). towl eamed college credits, oollege enveliment, earfy pershnente.
degree andd habicma dance. Ahc, wa find megaove anccasicm
berwnen deal ervolimas ind ime 00 Eratanion wd 1ol semesters evrolied in ook
bege. mdcatrg s programs tan Rolp ooy praduse colegs merr queckly.

of 804 Ume. NollBene sodeoots ol four - yoir ISIvoons gradumad

dogeoe 8 1972, 443 yoars la 1950, and 4.5 yours in 1992

enmry (NCES, 2017), Moreover, students we laking looger 10 atale O Sepree
Adeiman (2004) estimaes stadonts hook 434 calendae yesns o carn & Dachelor's

The ansition from Ngh whoo! 1 colinge Berefon b oot sooall for many

siadests. Alhough Bigh schoods (fen maeas 3 “Coliege for Sl athos, masy

Tayhor b frmnein Cooup

; Routledge

Should Students Falling Behind in School Take Dual

Enroliment Courses?

Han Bum Lee* and Michael U. Villarreal®

Urban Education lastitute, Universty of Texas ot San Antonia; "Department of Educational Leadenhip
and Policy Studies, University of Texas at San Antonio

ABSTRACT
This study examined the effect of dual ¢
for |

Mmdomlmmyxwmm
thon blas artsing from DE participation and
with a bounds test. The results showed
dicted 10 have a higher Melhood of enl
after high school by 20 percentage points
mwmmmdwm

tage points,

&d not take DE courses. This evidence su
contributed to a reduction in educational |
and degree attainenent for studerts at o
the other hand, students who were rach
students from low-income familes were |
ticipate in DE peograms but were also |
participation effects on college degree ol
terparts, stressing the need for higher ¢

partnering school districts to provide ma
underserved students for partikipating i
a successiul transition into college.

By Ot bt s

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
RESTAROM CENTER

College

The Impact of Dusl Enrollsscet oa
thon Choboe and Admib Swccems

b
-
.+

Vivien Yorn Ting Liv
The City Usiversity of New York
Vervescs Mnays ¥
Cumemanity College Resoarch Comer
Tonchars Collepe, Columiig Lnversny

D» X
LDlawverwry of Caldonte, Invime

Devernber 2022

CORC Warking Pager No 129 CCRC &

Teachers College, Columbia University

Tatiana Velasco | Wonsun Ryu | Lauren Schudde | Karissa Grano | Davis Jenkins | John Fink

REPORT | OCTOBER 2025

Promising Combinations of
Dual Enrollment, AP/IB, and CTE

The College and Earnings Trajectories of Texas High School
Students Who Take Accelerated Coursework

’%




REFORT | OCTOBER 2006

Promising Combinations,

Dual Enroliment, AP/IB, and CTE
The College and Eamings Trajectories of Texas High School

Untapped Potential s S

DE-only
takers, 3%

T

1/5 of

students Velasco et al., 2025
took DE

DE takers with CTE
focus, 4%

DE and AP/IB
takers, 15%

Texas High School
Class of 2022 (n=374k)

AP/IB takers, no
DE, 29%

CCRC


https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html

REFORT | OCTOBER 2006

Promising Combinations,

Dual Enroliment, AP/IB, and CTE
The College and Eamings Trajectories of Texas High School

Untapped Potential e

DE-only
takers, 3%

DE takers with CTE
focus, 4%

No acceleration, 28%

/5 TR
DE and AP/IB 1/5 of
takers, 15% students Velasco et al., 2025

took DE

Texas High School
Class of 2022 (n=374k)

AP/IB takers, no

DE, 29% CTE focus only

21%

CCRC


https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html

Promising Combinations,

Untapped Potential

1/5 of
students

took DE
S—

REFORT | OCTOBER 2006

Promising Combinations of
Dual Enroliment, AP/IB, and CTE

The College and Eamings Trajectories of Texas High School
Students Who Take Acoclerated Coursework

Tackana Vetaeco | Wermn Ry | Laren Sohudde | Kareas Oranc | Davie Jenking | Jotn Fink

n School
12 (n=374K)

No acceleration, 28%

CTE focus only
21%

B /ES TN
Velasco et al., 2025

Half of Texas HS Students
did not take DE or AP/IB

Overrepresented:

Men, Black, & low-income students
56-57% men (51% baseline)

14-18% Black (13% baseline)
62-65% low-income (54% baseline)

CCRC



https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html

REFORT | OCTOBER 2006

Earnings advantage strongest among

Dual Enroliment, AP/IB, and CTE
The College and Eamings Trajectories of Texas High School
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The Strategy:
Redesigning Dual Enroliment to
Expand College and Career Success



High-performing community college partnerships are
extending their “guided pathways” reforms to DE

A National Movement: Colleges Implementing Guided Pathways
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Rethinking Dual Enrollment as an On-ramp to
Career-Connected Postsecondary Pathways

Conventional Approach

s “Programs of privilege”

“Random acts”

DEEP Approach
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Nationally, nearly a third of high school graduates have

taken dual enrollment

Another third earned 3+
credits in HS CTE with
no dual enroliment

How can dual enroliment
serve as an on-ramp to

graduates never

college and career high school took a DE course,
. . graduates have but earned 3
Opportu nlty for hlgh taken at least 1 more high school

school CTE students? DE course. credits in CTE.

Source: CCRC analysis of NAEP-NSTS data of 2019 high school graduates
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