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The Challenge: 
Fewer High School Graduates Enrolling 

in Community Colleges



Hunkerstorm, 2025

College-going rates for high school graduates dropping

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00091383.2025.2568358
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00091383.2025.2568358


Hunkerstorm, 2025

Many states show 
double-digit declines 

in the past decade

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00091383.2025.2568358
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00091383.2025.2568358


Steady increases in dual 

enrollment students have 

not translated into 

increased enrollment in 

community colleges by 

recent high school grads.  

Source: https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySector/Summary

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/john.fink/viz/UndergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySector/Summary


The Opportunity:
Dual Enrollment Widespread and 

Potentially Effective 
(Though Access Uneven)



Dual enrollment has doubled in the past decade and 
grew 13% in the past year from 2.5 to 2.8 million

Growth of Dual Enrollment, Fall Enrollments 1999-2023

CCRC analysis of IPEDS Data
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/high-school-dual-enrollment-grows.html 
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Programs of Privilege: Access to DE is 
uneven, gaps are widespread, 

Gap for Black Students

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/revamping-dual-enrollment-equitable-college-degree-paths.html

but 1 in 5 districts have closed gaps for 
Black and Latino students 



Strong research base 
showing that DE can 
work as a lever for 
expanding college 
access & attainment

+ DE benefits 
Black, Latino, 

low-income, and 
high school CTE 

students

Reviews & Meta-Analyses



Velasco et al., 2025

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


Velasco et al., 2025

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


Half of Texas HS Students 

did not take DE or AP/IB
Overrepresented: 

Men, Black, & low-income students

56-57% men (51% baseline)

14-18% Black (13% baseline)

 62-65% low-income (54% baseline)

Velasco et al., 2025

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


Velasco et al., 2025

Earnings at age 19
Related to AP/IB, no DE

+11%

+23%

+11%
-13%

+8%

Earnings advantage strongest among 

HS CTE students one year after HS

Regression-adjusted estimates of the average quarterly earnings by each age group. All estimates are in reference to “AP/IB takers, no DE” 
earnings. Controls: gender, race, income background, TAKS test scores, student ranking, and high school characteristics. 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


Velasco et al., 2025

Earnings at age 24
Related to AP/IB, no DE

+10%

-6%

-26%
+14%

+1%

Earnings advantage shifts to students 

with dual credit six years after HS

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


Velasco et al., 2025

Earnings at age 24
Related to AP/IB, no DE

-26%
+14%

+1%

Earnings advantage shifts to students 

with dual credit six years after HS

-6%

+10%

Among students with a HS 

CTE focus, taking dual 

credit is associated with a 

+16% earnings advantage

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/promising-combinations-dual-enrollment-ap-ib-cte.html


The Strategy:
Redesigning Dual Enrollment to 

Expand College and Career Success



High-performing community college partnerships are 

extending their “guided pathways” reforms to DE

Dual Enrollment Equity Pathways
(DEEP) Framework



Rethinking Dual Enrollment as an On-ramp to 
Career-Connected Postsecondary Pathways

Conventional Approach

“Programs of privilege”

“Random acts”

DEEP Approach

All – and especially 
underserved students

Designed to expand 
college and career 
opportunities 



1 in 3

Nationally, nearly a third of high school graduates have 
taken dual enrollment

graduates never 
took a DE course, 

but earned 3 
more high school 

credits in CTE.

high school 
graduates have 
taken at least 1 

DE course.

1 in 3

Source: CCRC analysis of NAEP-NSTS data of 2019 high school graduates

Another third earned 3+ 
credits in HS CTE with 
no dual enrollment

How can dual enrollment 
serve as an on-ramp to 
college and career 
opportunity for high 
school CTE students? 


	Slide 1: Purposeful Dual Enrollment:  Expanding College and Career Opportunity
	Slide 2: The Challenge:  Fewer High School Graduates Enrolling in Community Colleges
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Steady increases in dual enrollment students have not translated into increased enrollment in community colleges by recent high school grads.  
	Slide 6:   The Opportunity: Dual Enrollment Widespread and Potentially Effective  (Though Access Uneven)
	Slide 7: Dual enrollment has doubled in the past decade and grew 13% in the past year from 2.5 to 2.8 million
	Slide 8: Programs of Privilege: Access to DE is uneven, gaps are widespread,  
	Slide 9: Strong research base showing that DE can work as a lever for expanding college access & attainment
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16:   The Strategy: Redesigning Dual Enrollment to Expand College and Career Success
	Slide 17: High-performing community college partnerships are extending their “guided pathways” reforms to DE  
	Slide 18: Rethinking Dual Enrollment as an On-ramp to Career-Connected Postsecondary Pathways
	Slide 19

